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Tena koutou katoa, greetings to you all 

On March 16th, in week 7, our Christian Education programme (CRE) will start for 2018. This involves all of our 

students from Yrs 0-8 on Thursday afternoon from 2pm to 2.30p.m. 

This is a value based programme which affirms our school values of respect, honesty, inclusiveness, independence 

and resilience.  The programme gives your child an opportunity to extend their lens and become aware of possible 

viewpoints or approaches that differ from your own.  It also gives you an opportunity to discuss possible differences 

and teach your child how to accommodate difference in an inclusive, respectful manner as opposed to one view fits 

all. Being able to collaborate and problem solve are two key skills international employers are constantly seeking.  

The programme has been in NZ state schools since 1973. 730 primary schools in NZ offer the programme.  

Key facts are; the programme runs for half an hour each week: 

 A typical lesson includes songs, drama, teaching and working from activity books- (Available at school 

for your perusal) 

 CRE teachers are volunteers, are trained and resourced by CRE and are police vetted (the police vets are 

held at our school) 

 CRE teachers must teach from an approved curriculum 

 CRE teachers must abide by a code of conduct. 

Parents have the right to choose what is best for their child especially in relation to religious beliefs. The Education 

Act (1964) states that parents/guardians have the right to decide whether their child attends the CRE programme.  

 

The CRE programme weaves together Bible stories with the values set out in the NZ curriculum, also our school val-

ues. The stories illustrate the values through various people in the Bible but also famous NZer’s like Sir Edmund Hil-

lary, Kate Sheppard and Peter Snell and what we can learn from their lives. They teach basic Christian beliefs and use 

language like ...Christians believe. CRE teachers do not teach about hell or any controversial subject such as ‘end 

times.’ However, they will from time to time talk about the well understood and accepted notions of ‘right’ and 

‘wrong’ in our community e.g. stealing, lying, hurting others. The emphasis is on learning about positive values and 

beliefs such as love, caring for others, hope and generosity.  An information brochure has been included in all news-

letters for you to refer to at your convenience or you can check out or you can check the website: www.cec.org.nz 

Although children have the option to attend, I would request that ALL students attend the first two lessons please.  

After this time and before Lesson 3, March 29, parents are required to submit a letter requesting their child be ex-

cused from religious instruction for 2018. A   letter requesting exemption must be lodged with the school principal 

for each child every year.   

 

Non-attendees will be supervised by Mr Rennie and Mrs Clarke. These students will be required to bring work to do.  

Teachers are required to stay in class during the lesson. 

 

2018 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools—ICAS  
ICAS is an independent, skills-based assessment programme which recognises and rewards student achievement. 

ICAS is unique, being the most comprehensive generally available suite of academic assessments for primary and 

secondary school students. The assessments comprise Digital Technologies tests, English tests, Maths tests, Science 

tests, Spelling tests and Writing tests. 

Registration forms are now available from the office and entries close 17th March. 

 Digital Technologies Yrs 4-8 08 May 2018  $11.50 

 Science Yrs 3-8    29 May 2018  $11.50 

 Writing Yrs 4-8    14 June 2018  $24.00 

 Spelling Yrs 4-8    13 June 2018  $13.50 

 English Yrs 3-8    31 July 2018  $11.50 

 Mathematics Yrs 3-8   14 August 2018  $11.50 

Please email  office@ohaupo.school.nz or ring 8236736 if you would like to register your child to enter this competi-

tion or google ICAS tests  for further information and previous test samples  

https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/enter-icas? 

Sue McLocklan 

Principal Ohaupo School  M.EdLdshp; B.Tchg.Dip.info.Sudies.Dip Tchg. 

mailto:office@ohaupo.school.nz
https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/enter-icas


Ohaupo School Swimming Sports 
7 March 2018 
Year’s 4 to 8 students 

Our school swimming event will be held at the Te Awamutu Event Centre on Wednesday the  
7th March from 10.00 am to 2:30pm. 
Year4 to Year8 will attend the swimming sports.  We will not be using the learner pool. All events 
will take place in the bigger pool. The pool is 25 metres long and we will have 6 lanes. This year  
students will be transported to the pools by bus.  
Parents are welcome to support swimmers at the pools.  
In order for the event to be a success, we will need the support and assistance from parents/
caregivers. If you are able to assist on the day, please complete the form below and return it to 
school by Wednesday the 28th February.  A copy of the programme will be sent home before the 
event. Unfortunately starting times for each event will not be included on the programme as we are 
unable to predict exact times. 
 
Entry forms will be filled in at school by students with the support and guidance of their teacher. 
 
In order for the event to be a success we will need the support and assistance of parents. 
Please complete and return the slip back to school by Wednesday the 28th February. 
NB: There will be NO sausages or food on sale. Please ensure plenty of lunch is provided, to keep 

students energy levels up, and plenty of fluids. 

Classic Cars & GALA 

17th March 2018 

Book donations  

(secondhand or new) required 

for the Gala fundraiser. 

Attention:  Mrs Bev Boyes 

DONATIONS FOR GALA We welcome all donations 

please, for quick fire raffles - Food items, boxes of 

chocolates, grocery items (to make up a raffle basket), 

non-food items e.g. hair products, face & body prod-

ucts, or any small unwanted new appliances.  

Please drop donated items to the school office, in a 

bag with child's name - all items receive house points!  



 

A-MAZ-ING!! 
 

We are so proud of our Year 8 student,  

Rejoice Nhemachena, photographed with 

celebrity athlete Eliza McCartney (pole 

vault bronze medal winner at 2016 Summer 

Olympics). 

 

Rejoice came 1st in the 2018 North Island 

Colgate Games held at Mt Smart Stadium. 

 

If you are interested in joining the NZ  

Children’s Athletics Association. 

 

Rejoice had the fastest time 13.24. 

 

 

 

WEEK 5, Term 1 

 
Thursday 1st March 
Tech @ Peachgrove Int. 
(Yr. 7&8) 
CANCELLED 
 
Friday 2nd March  
9am Assembly (Everyone) –  
Facilitated by RED House  
 
House Leaders announced  
@Assembly  
 
 

WEEK 6, Term 1 

 

Wednesday 7th March  
Swimming Sports   
11am to 2.30pm 
Yrs. 4 - 8 
Te Awamutu Events Centre 
3 Selwyn Lane, Te Awamutu 
 
Thursday 8th March 
Year 7& 8 
Tech @ Peachgrove Int. 
 

WEEK 7, Term 1 

 
Tuesday 13th March  
PTA Meeting at 7pm, 
School staffroom 
Thursday 15th March 
Tech @ Peachgrove Int. 
(Yr. 7&8) 
 
Friday 16th March  
Lower Waipa Swimming 
Inter-schools 
Te Awamutu Events Centre 

Saturday 17th March  

10am to 2pm 

Classic Cars & Gala 

@ Ohaupo School 

Garden Work ing -Bee  

Saturday 10th  March  

8 .30 am to  12pm  
 

 

Please bring your gardening gloves 

and tools, and rake to spread the 

mulch or any other equipment you 

think will enhance our environment 

so it is clean and green for the Gala 

Day on the 17th March. Even if you 

only have a window of an hour or 

so, your presence 

will be appreciated. 




